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The Role of Data Verification in IP Docketing Systems

Docketing systems are the backbone of any IP practice. Accurate docketing data is essential for
law firms to manage critical deadlines. However, data errors in a docketing system can have
significant consequences including missed deadlines, lost rights for clients, and damaged
reputation for the firm. To maintain the reliability of their docketing systems, law firms must
prioritize maintaining data accuracy and adopt proactive measures to verify data.

The consequences of data errors in an IP docketing system can be severe. Missing a foreign
filing deadline, a PCT National Phase deadline, or a Provisional Conversion deadline can cause
irrecoverable and permanent loss of rights for all inventions disclosed in the application.

These errors can have a devastating impact on a law firm including loss of a client and potential
significant legal liabilities.

To avoid these costly consequences, law firms must prioritize maintaining data accuracy in their
docketing systems and implement robust verification techniques. For firms handling smaller
dockets, manual verification may be feasible, although it requires a meticulous approach to
review records and cross-check them against original documents and external databases.
However, even the most meticulous and experienced individuals can make mistakes, making
automated verification solutions a better choice, even for small firms.

For law firms handling larger and more complex dockets, manual verification becomes
impractical and time-consuming. To address this challenge, firms should embrace automation
to efficiently verify data against reliable sources. Various technology solutions are available to
extract data from public databases, such as the USPTQO’s Patent Center database. These
solutions enable law firms to electronically compare docketing system data with information
scraped from the original source and highlight any discrepancies for immediate attention. By
integrating verification technology at critical stages like file opening, transfers/intakes, and
dedocketing, firms can substantially reduce docketing errors. In addition, regular review and
verification of daily docketing data is essential to effectively mitigate risks.

In conclusion, data accuracy is a cornerstone in IP docketing systems for law firms. The far-
reaching consequences of data errors, including the potential for irrevocable loss of rights,
underline the importance of this issue. To ensure accuracy in docketing data, robust verification
techniques must be employed. Embracing technology for docket data verification is a proactive
step that can substantially enhance data accuracy and minimize the potential for errors.



